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 EAS STRATEGIC OPTIONS 
 
REDD FOR MALAYSIA? 
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation (REDD) is a mechanism which 
aims to mitigate the negative effects of climate 
change, by reducing or avoiding carbon 
emissions. It is a market tool sourcing money 
from the international community in order to 
prevent deforestation or degradation. 
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 PROBLEM/OPPORTUNITY 
 
REDD is so far a theoretical tool, whose 
practical implementation is yet to be 
demonstrated. With many unsolved questions. 
experts are still debating how to build a perfect 
system. How to finance it: by government or 
private channels? Who is going to pay? How to 
avoid leakages (of fund or of carbon)? How to 
make it simple enough to be implemented in 
developing countries where social and political 
issues are often very complex? How to make it 
fair for forest dwellers and other stakeholders? 
How to implement it on different land property 
statuses (such as permanent reserved forest, 
state land forest, wildlife reserve, and other 
forest reserves)? But one of the most crucial 
questions is how to make it competitive 
compared to other land uses which can be 
much more profitable. 
 
 
 
 
Is it a promising tool? 
 
About 59% of Malaysia’s land area is still 
forested. Over the last century, part of the 
forest has been converted to other land use 
because of the needs for economic 
development. How could REDD assist in 
preventing further land use change? Will the 
international funds be able to match the 
economic interest to convert forest land use? 
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OPTIONS 
 
Applying REDD in Peninsular Malaysia, in Sabah, 
or in Sarawak, covers very different matters and 
different factors such as the infrastructures, the 
forest cover, people’s economic well-being, 
native customary land, the opportunity costs for 
alternative land uses, the biodiversity pools, the 
soil productivity and carbon storage 
potentialities. There is no one answer for 
Malaysia, whose options may vary according to 
different areas and cases. The implications of 
the various possible tradeoffs should be further 
assessed. The analysis of different possible   
options could provide input to policy makers for 
their negotiations in the international arena, as 
well as to enhance international knowledge on 
the complexity of Malaysian forest ecosystems, 
its peoples and economic paths. 
 
 
 
 FURTHER INFORMATION 
Please contact: 
 
Economic and Strategic Analysis  Programme (EAS) 
Innovation & Commercialization Division, 
Forest Research Institute Malaysia (FRIM),  
52109 Kepong, Selangor Darul Ehsan, Malaysia 
Tél. : +603 6279 7542 / 7563 / 7541 / 7544 
Fax : +603 6275 0925 
email : frim_eas@frim.gov.my 
Website : http://www.frim.gov.my 
 
Many economic analyses could be done, with 
different approaches, and different results 
according to different perspectives. Much of the 
interpretation on what is right to convert, relies 
on contextual criteria versus universal values. 
Western developed societies and Malaysia may 
not necessarily share the same view on what to 
do with the tropical forests of Malaysia, and how 
much of it should be remain untouched.  
 
REDD is a promising tool, because its 
implications are larger than the strict economy 
of forests. It encompasses a lot of different 
stakes (such as climate change, biodiversity, 
economic development and indigenous peoples’ 
rights), but much of the potential of this tool 
remains in the hands of the policy makers. 
Ultimately the international negotiation and the 
political balance of forces would determine how 
effective is REDD in reducing the adverse 
impacts of climate change. 
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